ERASMUS'S LEGACY

sacred legacy held in trust for others who shall come
after and be handed down from one generation to the
next. The idea of a future when all mankind shall work
harmoniously together towards a common destiny, has
never, even during the darkest hours of European history,
been utterly lost sight of.

Erasmus, that disappointed old man who none the less
was never disappointed, labouring in the midst of the
warring nations and a Europe ravaged and laid waste,
collected the materials of a legacy which was nothing
other than the ancient dream of every religion, of every
myth, the dream of a coming and irresistible humaniza-
tion of mankind, of a triumph of the unclouded and
just-minded reason over selfish and ephemeral passions.
Though his hand was unsure and often hesitant, Erasmus
was the first to give this ideal a practical shape, and this
ideal has been looked up to with hope renewed by all
the generations of Europeans which have arisen since his
day. No thought that is the outcome of the fusion of
clear thinking with high moral energy, can wholly dis-
appear ; even though the hand may falter and the struc-
ture be incomplete, the ethical spirit will shape it anew.
Erasmus, the conquered, has earned his fame here below
because he broke trail in the world of literature for
humanistic ideals. It is to him we owe this simplest of
thoughts, and this most undying of thoughts, namely that
it is mankind's highest duty to seek to become humaner,
more spiritual, and increasingly capable of sympathetic,
and spiritual, understanding. Montaigne, who looked
upon "inhumaneness as the worst of all burdens," declar-
ing it something "queje n'ay point le courage de concevoir sans
horreur" continued to preach the message of comprehen-
sion and forbearance his master, Erasmus, had launched
upon the world. Spinoza demanded that, instead of
being guided by blind passion, men should, rather, look
to the amor intellectualis; Diderot, Voltaire, and Lessing,
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